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The want of a Biographical Dictionary, at once comprehen- 
sive in its range of names, and moderate in extent, has long 
been felt and acknowledged. The two works which appear 
the most nearly to meet the wishes of the public, in this 
respect, are the "Biographic Universelle,'' and the "Greneral 
Biographical Dictionary of Chalmers.''' While the merit 
and value of each of these works is duly recognised, it will at 
once be acknowledged that they labour under inherent dis- 
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advantages, which preclude them from general acceptance, 
as a means of supplymg this long-felt want. The extent 
of the " Biographic Universelle**' banishes it almost entirely 
from the shelves of private libraries, even of a superior 
order. But this is not all ; the preponderance given to 
French lives, the inaccuracy of some of its articles \ and 
the disproportionate space occupied by unimportant lives, 
deprive its pages of much of their usefulness to the general 
reader. On the other hand, the work of Chalmers, although 
highly meritorious in some departments, is so deficient in 
the number of names which it embraces, that it is wholly 
inadequate to satisfy the readers of the present day. Thus 
the extent of one of these works, and the deficiencies of the 
other, alike cripple their general utility, and create an 
imperative demand for a new work, which shall steer a 
middle course between the two. It is to meet this demand 
that the "New Dictionary of General Biography'' has 
been projected. The object of those by whom it has been 
brought forward, is, to produce a work superior to any thing 
which at present exists within the same limits, and to 
present to the public a mass of information which cannot be 
found in any other work, however extensive. The services 
of many able Contributors have already been engaged, and 
as the work has been for a long time in preparation, the 

1 This remark extends not merely to individual names, but to wliole classes 
of articles, e, g, the Spanish and Portuguese lives. This circumstance has 
induced the Editor of the present work to place all these articles in the hands 
of a gentleman, who for many years has cultivated Spanish literature with the 
most distinguished success. 
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Editor feeb jnstified in promising the appearance of a Part 
every month, until the whole is concluded. It is impossible, 
in a general Prospectus, to give a detail of the plan adopted 
in every particular. Suffice it to state, that the Editor feels 
himself responsible for the ability of the Contributors in 
whose hands any portion of the work is placed, and for the 
general tone of sentiment pervading its pages. It will also 
be his constant endeavour to preserve the relation between 
the extent of the articles, and the importance of the subject, 
to such a degree, that the work may constitute one harmo- 
nious whole. The Dictionary will be founded on the existing 
collections of Biography (especially the Biographic XJniver- 
selle) aa far, and so far only, as they may be safely consulted. 
The matter thus collected will be augmented and corrected 
from such sources as the reading of individual Contributors 
(among whom will be found many distinguished names) may 
supply ; and a vast fund of original information, and many 
hundred names not to be found elsewhere, will be added to 
the existing stock of knowledge on biographical subjects. The 
lives also of eminent men will generally be written by Con- 
tributors who have made the respective paths of eminence, 
pursued by those individuals, their peculiar study. Having 
made these general statements, the Editor feels that it is 
better to trust to performances than promises, and will leave 
the work, on its appearance, to speak for itself. 

It is a duty to all persons concerned in this work to state, 
that it was originally projected by the late Principal of 
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Ejng*s College, London, — ^the Bev. Hugh James Bose ; and 
a considerable portion of it was executed under arrange- 
ments made by him, although no part of it was subjected 
to his revision. In consequence of his deeply lamented 
decease, the work was placed in the hands of the present 
Editor, whose earnest endeavour it will be to follow out the 
plan originally devised, with such modifications as circum- 
stances, and the advantage of the work itself, may seem to 
demand. 



The "New General Biogeaphical Dictionary'' 
will be published in Monthly Parts, price four shillings and 
sixpence each, and, when completed, will most probably not 
exceed twelve closely printed volumes, octavo. 
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A SPECIMEN OF AMATEUR ICRITICISM. 

Mr. Urban, Greenwich^ July 15. 

WITH a deep impression of the importance of 
biographical writings, and especially of those compre- 
hensive works which exhibit in due order and propor- 
tion the worthies of the wotld or of the nation, I have 
attentively noticed the various projects of that descrip- 
tion which have successively appe^ured.^ 

Of one of the projects a specimen is now before me ; 
published on the 4th instant.' — ^The brilliancy of the 
list of CONTRIBUTORS I cauuot dispute, for it is invi- 
sible ; but I shall not hesitate to communicate, in that 
spirit of criticism which may become a man who is con- 
scious of no interested or sinister^ motive, such short 
remarks as a cursory perusal of the specimen has led 
me to make. 

> These letters were published in the Grent. Mag. for August 
and October. — I have revised them for this private impression, 
and have added the references, etc. * New General Bio- 
graphical Dictionary, projected and partly arranged by the 
late Rev. Hugh James Rose, B. D. Principal of King's College, 
London : edited by the Rev. Henry J. Rose, B.D. etc. London : 
B. Fellowes, etc. 8vo. Part I. pp. 128.+Pub.Circular, 1 July 1839. 
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The list of publishers is almost identic with that 
of the 48th part of the Enq/clcp(edia Metropolitana — 
of which the first part, under very dififerent auspices, 
appeared in 181 8. The editor of both works is the 
Rev. Henry John Rose, B, D, etc. 

It was a peculiar feature in the plan of the Encyclo^ 
p€edia Metropolitana to treat history and biography 
under one head^ On the publication of part xlvu.« 
about the 1st of August 1838,' no intended deviation 
from the plan was announced. Soon afterwards^ how- 
ever, Mr. Murray having issued the prospectus of a 
New Biographical Dictionary on an extensive scale,^ 
the impracticability of that combination of history and 
biography was admitted ; and a biographical division 
of the wovk, to form two quarto volumes, equal in 
qtmitity of matter to sixrleen closely printed octavo 
vermes, was announced to the subscribers and to the 
public.^ To the projectof Mr. Murray succeeded a p-o- 
ject by Messrs. Longman and Co.^ — who had purchased 
the copyright of the General Biographical Dictionary ;, 
da edited l^ Mr. Alexander Chalmers. Ob tiie 29th of 
April Messrs^ Longman and Co. and Mr. Murray an- 
nounced, oonj<»ntly , a New Biographiecd and Historical 
Dictionary p and on the 30th of April the proprietors 
of the Encychp^Bdia announced^^ and forthwith issued 
the prospectus of, a New General Biographical Dic- 
tionary in about twelve closely printed octavo volumes. 
The specimen which now solicits notice may therefore 
be considered as a portion of the supplement to the 

• Circular, 1 Aug. 1838. etc. * Announcement^ Aug. 1838. 
8vo. p. 1 . * Announcement, 8vo. no date. * Circular, 1 Nov. 
1838. » The Times, 29th April. • Ibid. 30th April. 
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BncgcloptMa — but under a hew title, and in another 
form* 

This is sharp competition ; Imt competition should 
not be unadvisedly condemned — nor should we com- 
plain of rapidity of execution, if unaccompanied by 
marks of precipitancy. I proceed to examine the 
specimen with due attention to those maxims. 

Art. 1. Why ig Peter Vander Aa, the jurisconsult 
of Louyain, to be immortalized? On account of his 
name; and because M.Guizot was complimented with 
the honor of contributing the first article to the Bio^ 
ffraphie UniverseUe.^ Art 2. Why is Peter Vander 
Aa, of Leyden, styled a bookseller^ editor, andgeogra* 
pher? Because the writer could not translate the words 
Vibraire-iMeur}^ Why> moreover, does he omit the 
judicious and very interesting publication of Vander 
Aa, the Voyages faUs prineq^alement en Asie dans les 
xii, xiii, xiv, et xv mkeles ? Because he followed the 
anonymous writer in the BwgragpMe Umversette — and 
omitted ta consult the E^amen Criiique of M. Bar- 
bier.^^ Art. 3. Is the account of C.C.H. Vander Aa 
biography? The most remarkable circumstance of 
his lifey the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of 
his pastorship at Harlem — an event which a medal 
will transmit to the latest posterity — is not recorded 1^* 
Art. 4. Why have we no dates to the account of Ni- 
colas Aagabd ? M.r Malte-Brun intimates that Christ 
tian Aagard was bom in 1596^ — and M. Weiss states 

^ Biographie tTniverselle^ A Paris, Micbaud Freres, 1811 etc. 
8vo. 1 1. ^^ Ibid. i. 1. " Examen Critique des Dictionnaires 
Historiqutt les plus r^pandus, Paris, 1820. 8?o. i. 1. ** Biog. 
Univ., 1 2. " IWd. i. 2. 
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that Nicolas, frh^e ain4 de Christian, was bom in 
161S!^^ The new biographer could not untie the 
knot : he took the liberty of cutting it. 

But, if I were to proceed in this catechetical man- 
ner, my letter would resemble the soliloquy of Hamlet. 
I must have recourse to generalization. 

On anonymous biogrc^ky, on references to authori^ 
ties, and on the names admitted, I shall unreservedly 
comment. The form of the articles, the requisite 
bibliographical details, the extent and arranffement of 
the articles, may also demand notice. 

I object very decidedly to anonymous biogngfhy, to 
which class the work in question belongs. The writer 
who has exercised due research, and who states his 
opinions conscientiously, can have no reason to con- 
ceal his name. Indeed, with respect to statesmen and 
divines — perhaps I might extend the remark to aU 
classes — ^the name of the writer is the hest Ultutration 
of the facts and opinions contained in the narrative. 

The very frequent omission of references to the au^ , 
thoritieSj I must also consider as not less objectionable. 
Aikin, Watkins, and Chalmers, have in that parti- 
cular set examples which ought to have been uniformly 
adhered to on the present occasion. 

We are promised a dictionary ^* comprehensive in its 
range of names "—but names and dates do not form 
biography, though essential parts of it. The utility 
of such articles as the following is not very obvious : 

** Abarca de Bolea, (L.) Marquis de los Torres, a noble of 
Arragon. Is the author of Palestra Austriaca." 

^* Biog. Univ., Ivi. 1. M. Weiss, a very active and able contri- 
butor to the work, gives no explanation of this discrepancy ! 



** AccARisi^ (Alberto^) of Ferrara, the first man, we are toid» 
that published a dictionary of his own language." 

<< Abel, (Vandel Baldwin,) bom A. D. 1638 ; died at St. 
Omer, Oct. 13, 1679." 

'* Addison, (Thomas,) an Englishman, bom A.D. 1634, and 
joined the society of the Jesuits July 1, 1668. He died in 
England, March 23, 1685." 

- To increase the muster-roll fictitious names are in- 
troduced, as Abdias^ Abul Cassim^ etc, — On this 
principle, we must have articles for Malcolm Mac 
Gregor, and Lancelot Temple, Esquire. 

The form of the articles is vicious. " The biogra- 
pher/* says Sir Walter Scott, *' should always study 
to give his work the appearancL of continuity.'^ TWs 
judicious maxim applies even to the shortest articles. 
Now, behold the form adopted in this Dictionary: 
*^ Adam, (Alex. LL.D. 1741-1809)^ a schoolmaster of 
Edinburgh,'' etc. The date and place of nativity are 
separated; the date of his academical honor is omitted; 
and the date of his decease is separated from the cir- 
cumstances of it. Instead of a life — ^we have a name, 
dates, and disjointed notes. We miss that neatness of 
composition which is so conspicuous in the Biographical 
Dictionary of Watkins ; and which is only attainable 
at the expense of time and consideration. 

Bibliography must always occupy very considerable 

space in a general biographical dictionary — for, as 

Johnson impressively remarks, '^ the chief glory of 

every people arises from its authors.''^^ It should be 

treated systematically. A plan should be devised, and 

the contributors should be enjoined to follow it. The 

» Periodical Criticism, 1836-6. Sm. 8vo. i. 82. »• Works, 
by Chalmers, 1806* 8vo. (Preface to Diet) 
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chsuaai. articles of tbe new work, and the articles 
Abelabd, Al^. Abbot, Abitl 'Feda, Addisok, etc. 
are in this respect carefully executed — but there is a 
want of system. Vague generalities are too often 
substituted for tangible £eicts. Ex. gr. it is said of 
Dr. Adam, ** His works on Ancient Geography and 
on Roman Antiquities, and his other works, are too 
well known to require any description.'* In liie account 
of Adby, savant et laborieux bibliographe according 
to M. Villenave,**^ it is said ** He wrote ^ereroj treatises 
on biographical subjects, and two or three elementary 
ones. Some valuable bibliographical books also were 
left by him in MS.*' — Is this information? It may 
with more propriety be called tantalization. 

On liie due extent of each article witii relation to 
the other articles, much diversity of opinion may exist. 
A prescribed maximum extent for the most eminent 
names, another for very eminent names, and another 
for third-rate names, would tend to preserve propor- 
tion — albeit the standard of eminence may want au- 
thoritative graduation. In the present specimen, which 
contains above five hundred names, the accounts of 
Abp. Abbot and Abelabd occupy nearly an eighth of 
the whole ! There can be no excuse for this manifest 
disproportion — for the life of Abp. Abbot has been 
very elaborately written by Oldys, and that of Abelard 
has been written twenty times. 

The arrangement of the articles is the most as- 
tounding part of the work. It is a mixture of the 
alphabetical, the chronological, the classified, and the 

*^ Biog. Univ., Ivi. 83. — M. Chardon de la Rochette also 
notices his extensive acquirements in pbildp^y and literary history. 



Mud^nabk. 13ie general order is alphabetical^ the 
eligibility of which I am prepared to contest; but 
there are numerous ffroup$ of persons bearing the 
same name— sometimes in chronological order— 
sometimes in no definable order. Eaeh group has a 
short rhetorical proem. I submit specimens : 

'* AcHMET. The Mohammediui world r^'oioes ia lome hun- 
dreds of personages who have boroe this name.'' 

''AcosTA. Portugal r^oices in several persons of this 
name^ which was originally written Da Costa." 

The Mahommedan group consists of nine persons, 
in no definable order. The Portuguese group con- 
sists oi five persons, in chronological order. One of 
these persons was a native of Africa — another, of 
Spain — another, of India ! Further specimens of the 
proems in question, and of the groups which pertain 
to them, may be necessary to convey a just notion of 
this part of the arrangement. 

" Adams. Many are the persons of this name whom England 
and Scotland declare to be worthy of commemoration." 

This group consists of ten persons, in chronological 

order. One of the persons is John Adams, President 

of the United States of America ! To this group 

succeed five separate articles, devoted to James Adams 

a writer, Robert Adams an engraver, etc. — all natives 

of England. Then comes another group, which is 

introduced thus : 

'* Adams. Several persons of this name are enumerated in 
the American Biographical Dictionary." 

This group consists of five persons. It may be 
considered as a class, for they are all writers. 

The arrangement adopted is now sufficiently ex- 
plained; and I need not attempt to characterise it. 
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One more question suggests itself. Are the nobility 
intended to be classed according to the fSEm:iily name, 
or the titulary designation? We have an article for 
Charles Abbot Lord Colchester — but for another 
Charles Abbott, we are desired to see Temtebdek. 

After this eapoiS of the plan of the work, I may 
proceed to a review of the more prominent classes of 
the articles which the present portion of it contains. 

The clasrical articles are elaborate; drawn, no doubt, 
from the portfolio of some eminent scholar. I leave 
the appreciation of them to more competent critics. 

The medieval articles form a remarkable portion of 
the specimen. They are evidently the production of 
men conversant with the history and literature of the 
period. I have detected, however, instances of de- 
ficient information, and of misinformation. We read 
that the history of Adam of Murimouth ''was 
printed at Oxford in 1 722 by Anthony Hall." There 
is too much of this vague matter. No separate 
edition of the work exists : it is printed with the con- 
tinuation of the annals of Nicholas Trivet.^* In the 
Art. AcH^BT the account of his edition of Guibert, 
and of the translation of his autobiography, etc. in the 
collection of M. Guizot, is very obscure. We have 
also Nogeni'SotiS'Conci for Noffent^sous-Couci, and 
Collection de Malices for Collection des M4moires. — 
In the article Abbo [Abbon] it is said that he died in 
923 : M. Roquefort says vers Tan 928 ;» and M. Ta- 
ranne, between 921 and 927. It is said that the best 
edition of his poem is that of Dom Duplessis : there 

1* Nicolai Triveti Annalium Continuatio ; etc Oxonii^ 1722. 8vo. 
p. 31, etc+Tanneri Bibliotheca, p. 722. >» Biog. Univ., i. 4a 



are nine editions in various collections ; and the most 
desirable is the separate editicm of M.Taranne.^ It is 
said that another of his works, viz. a collection of ser- 
mons, is to be found in the SpecUegwm of D'Ach^ry : 
Dom d' Ach^ry pubUshed only five of his thirty-seven 
sermons.^^ I should add that M. Taranne gives a prose 
translation of the obscure poem of Abbon. — In the 
Art. Aden^ we are informed that the romance o£Berte 
ausgransPiSs '^has been recently published byM. Fau- 
lin, Paris." The reader must not consider the word 
Paris as the imprint of the volume. In fact, M. Paulin 
Paris, the learned bibliographer, is bisected ! ^ 

The recent articles are very defective. In justifi- 
cation of this censure, I shall produce only two exam- 
ples — Acerbi the traveller, and Lord Colchester. The 
biographer admits that he knows nothing of Acebbi 
*^ except that he travelled to the North Cape, and 
published a relation of what he had seen." He as- 
sumes the existence of an Italian edition of the work, 
and asserts that '' in 1804 a French translation issued 
from the press, and was soon followed by an Ekiglish 
one.'' I doubt the existence of an Italian edition; 
and am certain that the English translation preceded 
the French. It was published in 1802.^' Is not 
Acerbi still living? I confess my inability to decide. 
The writer of the article, at all events, might have 
obtained a variety of additional information on the 
adventures of this enterprising traveller.^^ The article 
on Charles Abbot Lord Colchester, whose official 

^ Le Si^ge de Paris par leg Normands, Paris, 1834. 8vo. 
** Ibid. Pr6face^ p. 8. ** Li Romans de Berte aus grans pi^^ 

Paris, 1 832. 12mo. ** Travels through Sweden, etc. 1802. 4to. 
2 vols. ** Biog. des Homines Vivants, Paris, 1816-19. 8vo< i. 8. 
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career merits the most atteotive <M)iisidecatioB, it unae- 
eountaA)ly defective. No recondite inquiry, no im^ 
ported anecdote, was requisite. Tlie matoriak, in ikiB 
instance, were both abundant and pmfBOtly aoeessSde. 
The writer, however, omits to state that he was bom 
at Abingdon;^ that he was elected a student of 
Christ Church, Oxford, in 1775; that he became 
B.C.L. in 1788, and D.C.L. in 1798s and that be 
was three times elected M. P. for the University of 
Oxford.*^ He justly praises Mr. Bickman £cx his 
attention to the population returns-— but omits to 
state that Mr. Rickman is the presimied autiior of a 
memoir of Lord Ccdchester. He praises, with equal 
justice, the addresses which his Lordship delivered 
on puUic occasions-— but omits to state that those 
speeches have been printed,^ He ascribes to him a 
pamphlet on tiie Use and Abuse of Satire — ^which is 
^own to have been written by Charles Abbott, aftw- 
wards Lord Tenterden.** 

There is an ostentatious display of Mahrnnmedan 
articles. They abound in erudition; but are fre- 
quently rather historical memoranda than articles of 
biography. D'Herbelot and Dunham Bxe jnincipally 
cited; who, certainly, are not the best authorities. 
The Biographical Dictionary of Ibn Challikan is now 
accessible i^ and there is a translation of the Biblio- 

»• Gent. Mag. 1829. i. 463. •• Cat. of Graduates, Oxford, 
1815. 8vo. pp. 1, 454. '^ Speeches of the Right Hon. Charles 
Abbot, (Lord Colcbexter,) in commuuieatiiig thanks of the House 
of Commons to Military Commanders, 1807-16 : with a hiogra^ 
phical memoir etc [not published]. London : 1829. Sm. 8?o. 
M Oxford University Calendar, 1837. 12mo. p. 166. » Ibn 
Challikani Vitae lUustrium Virorum. Gottingae, 1835 etc. 4to. 
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graphical Dictionary of HadjyrKiialll, by P^tis de fat 
Croix, in the Boyal Library at Paris^ — works which 
should have been consulted. In the article Ajbul 
Waffa, we are not informed that Mons. h. Am^lie 
S^dillot claims for him the discovery of the libration 
of the moon— jiitlierto ascribed to Tyaho Brahe.^^ 
In the article Ajbul Hassan it is said, ^ One of his 
works was translated into French by M. SddiUot in 
.1810." It might have been said, Ms Treatise on 
AstrcMQomical Instrwnents, translated by J. J. S^dillot, 
was edited by L. Am. S^liUot, Paris, 1884^5. 4to. ft 
vols.^' These marks of precipitate compilation occur 
in the same columm ! Sometimes, in these articles, 
the era of Christ is adopted; sosnetames the era of 
the Hejira ; and sometimes both dates are given. On 
the latter occasions, more than one mistake is com- 
mitted. We read, p. 34, ** This was in the year of 
Christ 660, only sixty- two years after the Hejira." 
It should be <mkf forty years, etc. We have, p. 38, 
''A.H. 889, GrA.D. 1464.'' It should be,A.H. 
889, or A. D. 1484.^ Some of the most celebrated 
proficients in Oriental literature are misnamed : Gal- 
land, the translat(»r q£ the Arabian Tales, is called 
Gallard; and Erpenius is jcalled E^erius /^ 

We are assured that tiie Danish and Portuguese 
articles have been placed in the hanils of one who 
''£br many years has cultivated Spanidi literature 

^ Jourdain, Biog. Univ., xix. 287.+Audiffipet, Ibid, xxxiii. 
480. ^* Notices des Mss. de la Bibliotheque du Roi, Paris, 
1787 etc. 4to. xiii. 127. » Ibid. xiii. 127- » Art de veri- 
fier les Dates, Paris, 1770- Folio, pp. 14, dO. ** Arts. Abder- 
Rezzak and Abd Obaid. 
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with the moetdistiiiguiabed success.'^ He cites Bryan, 
a second-rate authority, for the article Maria de 
Ab AKCA — '^ a female artiit of Spain/' Now, Don 
J. A. Cean Bermudez would have informed him, more 
circumstantially, that Maria de Abarca was a clever 
amateur painter of portraits, who flourished at Madrid 
about the middle of the seventeenth century .'^ If 
Donna Maria de Abarca deserves to be commemo- 
rated, should D. Manuel Acevedo be omitted? and, 
more especially, Cri8t6bal de Acevedo, a pupil of Bar- 
tolom^ Carducho, of whom says Cean Bermudez, after 
enumerating his principal works: '^Estas obras le 
acreditan entre los buenos profesores de su tiempo, 
por la correccion del dibuxo, por la nobleza de carac* 
t^res, y por otras mdximas de la escuela en que 
estudi6."^ — Don Joseph Antonio de Abbbu, Marques 
de la Regalia,^ is deprived of his title— « cruel insult 
to a Spaniard. The space occupied in assuring us 
that the Coleccion de Tratadoe de Paz (the Spanish 
Fcedera) is an immense heap of documents, and that it 
is and is not a continuation of Bertolano — which 
Bertolano, alias Bertodano, is no other than Don 
J. A. de Abreu ! — ^would have sufficed to state that it 
was undertaken by royal command, and published at 
Madrid, 1740-51. Folio, IS volumes. His son Don 
Felix Joseph de Abreu, who published a learned TVo- 
tado juridicO'politico sobre Pressas de Mar in his S5th 
year,^ and was successively Secretary of Embassy, 
and Envoy Extraordinary at the British Court,^ 

** Dicciooario Historico etc. Madrid, 1800. Sm. 8vo. i. 1» 
** Ibid. vi. 55. i. 2. " Sempere, Biblioteca Espafiola, Ma- 
drid, 1785-9. 8vo. i. 51. »• Cadiz, 1746. 4to. * De Reza- 
bal, Biblioteca, Madrid, 1805. 4to. p. 1. 



should also have been commemorated. Baretti dedi- 
cated to him an Italian- English dictionary in 1760.^ 
He died some years before his £Etther, viz. in 1766. 

The style of a work of this class is not beneath 
consideration. Whatever is designed to be attentively 
read, should be attentively composed. The part be- 
fore us, in addition to its other demerits, has too 
frequently those of bald and awkward phraseology, 
if not of flippancy. A few extracts may serve as a 
hint on this point, both to the editor and to the con- 
tributors ; and may save the necessity of more formal 
censure. 

Pietro Aabon, it is said, ** wrote two or three odd 
works on music.'* — Mahonmied, it is said, '^ became 
alarmed for his own dominions. And well he mighty ^^-^ 
I have specimens much more exquisite in reserve. 
We read that, " Of the period when -^neas Tactitus 
lived, nothing is krunvn/or certain.*' — that the letters 
of ^LiAN have been *^ applied for the illustration of 
Aristophanes, oftener than once" — that John Abes- 
CROMBiE, alias Thomas Mawe, '^ wrote much on gar- 
dening, and was much patronized by royalty.'' — that 
Alexander Adam, assistant to the master of the High 
School at Edinburgh, ^'became the rector himself*' 
We are also informed. Art. Acbopolite, that theology 
is *< a queer employment for a minister of state,^ — 
that Antoine Abelli had '^ the good or bad luck to 
be the confessor of Catherine de Medicis.*' — that 
Abad n. ^^was satisfied with seventy ladies;" — 

^ Boewell, Life of Johnson, 1811. 8yo. i. 335. I have not ex- 
amined the edition of 1760. There is no dedication to Abreu in 
the edition of 1778. « Art. Abad UI. 
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that Abbas II. was " the monarch with whom Chaiv 
din and Tavernier had the honour to gi^ drunk. *^ ete. 
In offering these short remarks, written amidst the 
pressure of various engagements, I must disclaim all 
inclination to undervalue the abilities of the contri- 
butorsy whoever they may be, to the important enter- 
prise now in progress. Erudition and talent are 
visible in the specimen before us ; but, as it appears 
to me, not much variety of talent. To the expedi^icy 
of the corgunction of labourgj^ I apprehend there has 
been some insensibility. The defects of the wcxrk seem 
to be in part attributable to that circumstance — but, 
above all, to precipitancy. 

Yours, etc. Bolton Coeney. 



Mb. Urban, Greenwich, Sept. 16. 

A SECOND part of the New General Biographical 
Dictionary was published (» the 30th of August; 
about a month after its announcement.^ — Actuated 
by the motives before described, endeavouring also 
to divest myself of every unfavorable presentiment 
which the first part was so much adapted to produee, 
I have criticaUy examined its contents ; and request 
your acceptance of a portion of my notes. 

I forbore to comment on the imitaiive title of the 
work, and on the misconceptions to which the name 
of the late learned, eloquent, and amiable Frincipcd 

** Baeoii, Of the proficience of Learning, 1605. 4to. Sig. A a 1 
verso.— ' The Times, 30th Aug. 
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Rose might lead,* on aceount of the abundance of 
other censurable matter. The same reason still exists; 
and I shall therefore at bnce enter m meiUas res^^pre* 
servii^, for the sake of comparison, the order of my 
former commmiication. 

To the anonynums nature of the work, I must re- 
peat my objections. It is a point which concerns 
the public, the contributors, the editor, and the pro- 
prietors.-^ The biographer has to collect materids 
from various and recondite sources; to appreciate 
opposite evidence ; to pass sentence on men of ajl feects, 
of all parties^ and of all ranks. It is fit, therefore, 
that the public should have some clue to his cha- 
racter ; which the name would afford. So much fov 
the claims of the public : other desirable effects of the 
proposed alteration remain to be stated. To name 
the contributors would give an additional stimulus 
to the exertion of each individual; and it would 
reduce to equitable limits the responsibility of the 
editor. It might also promote the object of the 
proprietors^^ for an anonymous work is seldom read 
with confidence, or quoted as an authority. 

The references are more frequent, especially to the 
BiograpMe Universelle ; but we miss Bp. Tanner,^ the 
General Dictionary^ and the Bioffraphia Britannica fi 
Now, I affirm that Tanner has been consulted ; and, 
moreover, that numerous articles have been translated 

' Fide Gent. Mag. 1839. i. 319. for a very interestiDg me- 
moir of Rose. — The Obituary of that miscellany is composed 
with exemplary care. It deserves the attention of readers of 
every class. » Bibliotheca Britannico-Hibernicay 1748. Foh 

♦ 1734-41. ¥\bJ. 10 vds. » 1747-66. Fol. 7 vote. + Second 
edition, 1778-93. Fol. 5 vols.— to Fas. only. 
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from continental publications without acknowledgment. 
At the expense of transcription, I could produce a 
volume of proofs — ^but I shall give only two examples : 

''Aglionbie [Edvardus] in schola EtoneDsi abaolutis libe- 
ralium artium tyrociDiis, scholaris collegii regalis CaDtabr. factus 
MDXXXVI, dein collegii ejusdem socius, magister artium, tan- 
dem armiger et justitiarius in comit. Warwic. Scripsit Genea' 
logiam reginae Elizabethae, [Ob quam ei dedit regina quinque 
libras per annum in perpetuum. Hatcher Ms. Inett.] Carmen 
LaHnurn xx distich, in obitum duorum Suffoldensiumfratrvm. 
Pr. ' Cum Deus iratus justa excandesceret ira.' Extat inter 
Epigr^mmata collecta per Th. Wilsonum, Lond. MDLII. 4to." — 
Tanner.^ 

''Aglionby, (Edward,) educated at Eton, and elected to 
King's college, Cambridge, 1536, where he distinguished him- 
self, and became a fellow and M.A. He was afterwards justice 
of peace in Warwickshire ; wrote the genealogy of queen Eliza- 
beth, and was presented by her with an annual pension of five 
pounds. He was author of a Latin poem, which is printed in 
Wilson's Epigrammata. 1662. 4to."— JV: G.B. D. 

*' AgisI? fils d*Eurysthenes, roi de Sparte, vers Tan 980 av. 
J.-C. Les Lac^6moniens envoyerent plusieurs colonies sous son 
r^gne. 6es actions ne sont point connues. On pretend qu'il 
soumit le premier les habitants d'HSos, autrement les Jlotes, 
mais cela ne paratt pas probable. H eut pour sucoesseur Eches- 
tratus son fils. Les rois de sa branche prirent de lui le nom 
d'Agiades." — Clavier.'' 

** Agis L son of Eurysthenes, king of Sparta, reigned about 
980 B.C. It is conjectured that he was the first who brought 
the inhabitants of Helos under the yoke, and it is known that the 
Spartans sent out many colonies in his time. He was succeeded 
by his son Echestratus, and the kings of his family assumed the 
name of Agiades." — N. G, B» Z>. 

The authorities which have been adopted in the 
above instances are unexceptionable. Tanner was an 
experienced labourer in the vineyard of our literary 
' Bibliotheca, p. 13. ^ Biog. Univ., i. 292. 
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history ; and Clavier had passed a life in patient en- 
deavours to elucidate the aimals of ancient Greece. I 
object only to the concealfnent — ^which neither accords 
with candour nor poUcy. 

De-Rossi appears to have been more frequently 
consulted than cited — but I dare not express myself 
positively. The articles iEtius the heretic, AfHchard, 
M. Afflitto, Agapetus, Agatharcus, Agathocles, St. 
Agathon, Agay, Agazzari, Agelet^ Agezio, Agiles, 
Agilmar, A^ulphus, Agis II., Agis III., Agis IV., 
Agis the poet, Agius, Aglaophon, Agliata, St. Agnan, 
etc. etc. are undoubted translations, literal or garbled, 
from the Biographie UnioerseUe. 

We are promised ^* many hundred names not to be 
found elsewhere" as separate articles of biography. 
From the subjoined, and similar specimens, I am rather 
disposed to admit that the promise may be performed : 

" Alcocc, (John,) an English Jesuit, whose real name was 
Gage, born in 1651. After studying at St. Omer, he became a 
novitiate of the society Sept. 7» 1670. He died in England, Dec. 
29, 1703." 

" Alakson. Another of the name of Alanson was a member of 
the same society, [the Jesuits,] but nothing more is known of him." 

'' Afflitto, (Gketan Andrew,) an advocate ; printed Plead- 
ings and Decisions of Law." 

'^ Afflitto, (Cesar d*,) an able jurisconsult, wrote Inquiries 
into Feudal Tenures, &c." 

Alcock and Alanson, I presume, are copied from a 

certain esoteric catalogue of English Jesuits, recently 

composed by the Rev. George Oliver of Exeter. The 

other scraps are detached frcnn a short article by M. 

Villenave.* John Alary has two articles. I affirm, 

on very substantial authority, that the advocate wrote 

• Biog. Univ., Ivi. 87. 

c 
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the woriu ascribed tx> the pretended physician.^ While 
one person is made to appear m two perfectly dissimilar 
shinies, and various persons recorded only because they 
were bom and died, others of considerable eminence 
are omitted. I may instance, ^^^lliam Aglionby^ M.D. 
F.ILS»--*Edmund Aikin, the architect— ^eazer Albin, 
the naturalist.-— N^^fRmso de Albuquerque, the biogra- 
pher.^^-^lertiiimo de Akala, the novelist — ^Antonio de 
Aloedo, tibe historian««-«tc. 

To the/orm of some of the articles, I must once more 
object The inversion of the dates should beavoided; 
£oT a tale always loses a part of its interest by the an- 
ticipation of its conclusion. Sometimes also diis method 
leads to repetition. We are twice told> in tbe same 
ehort paragraph, that Henry Aira y was bom in 1659. 
We are twice told that Cardinal Albsbohi died at 
Borne. We are twice told that George Ageicola 
died in 1555— that Giovanni Francesco Albaki died 
in 180S— that Andrea Alciati was bom in 149S and 
died in 1550 — etc. 

In the btbHogrupky of the artitdes, an entire refiMina- 
tion is required. Art ^schtlus, we have no descrip- 
tion of the BDiTio PBiNCEPs — ^no date to either of the 
annotated editions— no mention of the translation by 
Potter. Art Alamamni, we are not informed when 
and where La CoUwazionCj the iest of his various 
works, was printed ; viz. Parigi, da Roberto Stephano, 
1546. 4to. A similar remark lilies to the Art L« 
Albcrti, etc. etc. Art. H. C. Albert, we have Essays 
(M Shaktpeare, Inquiries en the English Csnstitutianj 
etc. It is not said where he was bom —but I find else- 

> Barbier, Examsn Critiqiie, p. 19. 
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wfa^re that he was bom at Hamburgh, and wrote in 
German.^ Art. Afibnso de AiaviiuBRanB we have no 
mention of the celebrated C9m0i^9i/0riai^^-*HDor i» there, 
as abore-noticed, an article for his eon, who wrote the 
memoirs* Barbosa gives a short narrative of his life 
and works,^ which is prefixed to the third edition of 
the Commentarwi}^ He died in 1580* 

The relative extent of the articles is not sufficiently 
studied. Arabic L and Albbboni occupy a twelfth 
partof theji^Moe which is allotted to about four hundred 
and twenty names. Without more editorial exertisHi, 
and due pliancy on the part of the contributors, we shall 
never have ^^ one harmonious whole.'' Every writer has 
his ftvoiite themes ^^ but disquisitions shcnild be very 
i^aringly introduced in a biographical work of proposed 
asoderate limits. 

The mraingemerU of the articles remains the same« 
The groups are. not so fbrmidaUe; but they should be 
dii^rsed by authority. The proems have more so* 
briety"-* nevertheless, it may requim an encyclopedia 
of wit to «void fibdaire tautology. I observe that Lord 
Fortescue is recorded as J. F. Ala'nd, which was not 
even tiie fEonily name — but the Duke of Alba is classed 
under his title. 

I shall pass fiom general censures to the critical exa- 
minatioa of half^andozen articles*— A&bicola, AjrF6, 
Agabd, Aoas, Aikin, and Akbnsi db. 

1. The article Cnseus Julius Agbioola requires only 
a shoitobservaticBL Inihid Biographie UfmereeUe^^^^ 
accounts of Agricola and Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa 

*• Biog. Univ., i. 422. " Liiboa, 1567. Fd. — lfi76. FoL 

** BiUioUieca LusiUna, Lisboa, ir41-i»9. Fol. i. 26. >' lisboa, 

1774. 8vo. 4 vols. 

c2 
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occupy the same space precisely .^^ In Chalmers we 
have an article on Agricola, but not on Agrippa. In 
the New Biographical Dictionary^ Agricola obtains only 
about an eighth part of the space which is appropriated 
to Agrippa ! The reason assigned for this treatment of 
Agricola — one of the most attractive names in the early 
history of Britain — is that Tacitus is in the hands of 
every body. Now^ I maintain that the admission of 
such a principle of construction would annihilate the 
distinctive character of a general biography. It would 
cease to be an account of the most eminent persons : 
the comparatively obscure would become the most con- 
spicuous ! 

2. The account of Ireneus Affo is a mutilated trans- 
lation of an anonymous article in the BiograpMe Uni- 
verselle.^^ It is sc^arcely possible to conceive a more 
imperfect specimen of biography. We have neither 
the true name of Ireneo Affb, nor the date of his birth, 
nor the dates of his pubUc appointments, nor of such 
of his works as axe cited, nor the date of his death 1 

I must justify my censure by further specimens. It 
is said that Affb ^' died at the age of 60 ": he was 
bom at Busseto the 10th of December 1741, and died 
there the 14th of May 1797.^^ It is said that he left a 
Ms. history of P. L. Famese : he did so, but it was 
printed at Milan in 1821.^7 piye only of his works 
are enumerated : he wrote more than fifty U^ One of 
the works cited is called ^' his Memoirs ": it contains 
memoirs of above two hundred and fifty Parmesan 

*^ Biog. Uiiiv., i. 309 & 314. — The fonaer article is an eloquent 
eulo^ by M. le Marquis de Lally-Tolleudal. . '* Biog. Univ., 
i. 271. '* Pezzana, Memorie etc. vi. 1, 238. *7 Ibid. vL 30d. 
'* Pezzana, Memorie etc. vi. 253-98. 
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writers !i^ Gamba, Cicognara, or Brunei — names 
familiar to every man of letters — would have furnished 
our sagacious biographer with some valuable hints on 
Father Afix^ ; besides, for twice-seven years the public 
has been in possession of a very ample account of his 
life and writings by his successor in the bibliothecal 
chair at Parma, Signor Angelo Pezzana.^ 

The exceYLentBioffraphie UhiversetteofJA.MichsLXxdf 
which received the contributions of more than three 
hundred writers — comprising, as M. Daunou remarks, 
au moina la moUi^ des noma franqais honarablemeni 
cannus dans lea diveraea carrQrea littirairea — ^has^m^ 
very defective articles, especially in the anonymous 
portion of it ; and the editor of the New Biographical 
Dictionary announces that it is to be followed so far 
only as it may be aafely conauUed. The rule is 
unexceptionable ; but, without research, how can the 
point be ascertained ? 

3. The article Arthur Agabd is an antiquarian 
curioaity, Campbell wrote a life of Agard,^^ which 
Kippis afterwards annotated ;^ but the article before 
us is borrowed, without acknowledgment, from Chal- 
mers.** The new biographer states that Agard was ap- 
pointed Deputy Chamberlain of the Exchequer in 1670. 
I conceive that Wood has misled both Campbell and 
Chalmers : Sir Francis Palgrave has printed a copy of 
his appointment anno primo Jacobi /.** He after- 

'' Memorie degli Scrittori e Letterati Parmigiani, Parma, 
1789-97. 4to. 5 vols. ^ Memorie etc. coDtinuate da Angelo 
Fezzana, 1826-7. vi. Part 1. pp. 21+363. « Biop. Brit., i. 64. 
^ Ibid, second edition, i. 91. ^ Gen. Biog. Diet., i. 213. 

^ Autient Kaleudars of the Exchequer, 1836. 8vu. iii. 451. 



wards remarks^ casting two of the periods of Chalmers 
into one> that Agard numbered ^^ among his coadjutors 
and friends, all the most eminent and learned men of 
his age ; and when, in 157^ the first society of anti^ 
quarians was formed by Archbishop Parker, his name 
appeared at the head of the list of distinguished mem* 
bers/' True 1 but this is a very infelicitous attempt 
at the philosophy of biography-^ for, as it happens, 
the list was alphabeticdU Chalmers and the new 
biographer shall now appear in juxtaposition : 

" la this foeiety, Agsrd read then essays, which have since 
been published by Hearoe, in his 'Collection of Curious Dis- 
courses/ 1720 and 1775, 2 vols." — A. C. 

** In this society he read three essays, published by Heame in 
his collection of Curious Discourses, 1720 and I7fi5| 2 vols."— 
N, O. B, D. 

The new biographer converts these essajrs into three 
essajrs, and immediately enumerates rix ! Only Jive of 
those which he enumerates were published by Heame;** 
hut Jifteen other essays, to which no reference what- 
ever is made, appeared in the edition of 1776.** His 
edition of 17^5 is supposititious. He points out a 
Ms. of Agard in the Cotton Library, Vitellius No. 9. 
This reference has stood the test of about one hundred 
and fifty years f^ but it should be, Vitellius, C. ix.* 
The Ms. has been printed in the RegUtrum Honoris 
de Richmond, He reports that Agard compiled a 
Catalogue of the Treasury Records ; but omits to add 
that he was assisted in it by Sir Walter Cope and Sir 

^ Collection of Curious Discourses, Oxford, 1720. 8vo. 
pp. 29, 70, 100, 105, 167. * Ibid.— London, 1775. 8vo. 2 vols.— 
See Contents. ^ Athense Oxouienses, 1691-2. Fol. i. 444. 

^ Cat. of the Cottonian Mss., 1802. Fol. p. 425. 
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Robert Cotton j and that it is preserved among the 
Lansdowne Mss.^ He also omits to notice a certain 
Ms. in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge — 
the gift of Sir Henry Puckering in 1691*^ — ^I pass 
over various debatable points^ and consign Arthur 
Agard to better hand£. 

4, Ralph Agoas, the surveyor and engraver, re- 
ceives the tribute of twenty lines.^^ On some points 
we are rather at variance. I contend, 1. That his name 
should be written Radolph Agas : so he wrote it in 
1596.^ 3. That the plan of London was re-engraved 
by Vertue in 1737, not in 1748.33 8. That the plan 
of Cambridge woi published : Ames declares that he 
had seen it,3^ 4. That the plan of Dunwicb, which 
the new biographer transforms into Dulwich, was not 
published : it was a drawing on vellmn, shewn to the 
Society of Antiquaries in 1745.3^ 5. That Agas 
wrote no work entitied A Treatise on Surveying : he 
wrote A Preparative to platting of Landes, etc. 3* 
6. That we should have been favored with the dates 
of the above works^ viz. the plan of London, 1560 ? ; 
the plans of Oxford and Cambridge, about 1578 ; the 
plan of Dunwich, 1589; and the Preparative, 1596.37 

» Cat. of the Lansdowne Mss., 1 819. Fol. No. 137. »* Catt. 
Librorum Mss. Angliee, Oxonian, 1697. Fol. Vol. i. Part 3. p. 102. 
** The biographer of Agas proves to be James Orchard Halliwell^ 
Esq., F. R. S. etc. — His entire article — an ungentle epistle to 
Mr. Urban — and a short comment on it — are reserved for an 
Appendix. * A Preparative etc. 1596. 4to. €ui finem. •' Ban- 
diuely Cat. of Books etc. Oxford, 1814. 4to. p. 6. ^ Typogra- 
phical Antiquities, 1749. 4to. p. 389. » R. Gough, British 
Topography, 1780. 4to. ii. 249. ^ I possess the copy which was 
successively in the collections of Dairy mple and Heber. ^ G. Ver- 
tue, Cat. of Engravers, 1786. Sm. 8vo. p. 16.+Ame8, p. 389. etc. 
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Of Master Badolph Agas I shall produce some de- 
tached anecdotes. He was ^* practised in suruey more 
than forty yeeres/** ijord Burleigh was sensible of 
his merit ; and has preserved two of his notes, which 
are written with peculiar neatness.* He chiefly re- 
sided at Stoke-by-Nayland in Su£R>lk,^ but came to 
London in term-time to obtain orders.^^ He used 
a twenty-inch theodolite and steel wire m one foot 
tinks,^* Advertising in the present mode was unknown, 
and Master Agas therefore recommended himself in 
flying papers; but because they would not "abide the 
pasting to poasts/' wrote A Preparative to plaiting 
of Landes and Tenements for Surueigh. London, 
T. Scarletf 1596. Sm. 4to. pp. 20. This is merely an 
admonitory essay ; but he projected a technical treatise. 
He does not mention his engravings. '^ At mine entrie 
hereinto/* says he, " I doubted of the shortnes of my 
store, for so straighted an argument, but or I wist, I 
had exceeded the forme of a bill, and was almost come 
to the fashion of a booke." We see above the origin 
of the phrase posting- bills, Ames never saw this rare 
piece ;*3 and Herbert had only an imperfect copy, which 
misled him in his description of it.^^ It concludes thus : 

*' From my lodgiog at the Flower de Luce, ouer a- 

gainst t))e Sunne without Fleetbridge. 
Ferenda est fortuna qtue culpa vactU, 
Radolph Agas."45 

^ Laasdowue Ms. No. 165. Art. 4. *" Lansdowne Mas. 

No. 73. Art. 29 ; aud No. 84. Art. 32. *^ Lansdowne Ms. 

No. 165. Art. 4. ** A Preparative etc. Sig. B 2. <■ Lans- 
downe Ms. No. 73. Art. 29. ** Typographical Antiquitien, 
1749. 4to. p. 388. ^ Ibid. 1786-90. p. 11 66. « As this crt- 
tique has been criticised, I reprint it verbatim. It would admit 
of very considerable amplification. 
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5. The account of John Aikin M.D. betrajrs care- 
lessness. It wants the preeiseness of information which 
is desirable in this species of composition, and was due 
to so estimable a writer. 

It may be impossible, in a general dictionary, to 
record all the works of a prolific author ; and care 
should therefore be exercised in forming a selection. 
The biographer should notice, and impartially charac- 
terise, those works which possess intrinsic merit, or 
were once held in esteem, or still retain popularity. 
This obvious rule has not been sufficiently attended to 
by the new biographer of Dr. Aikin — ^which is all that 

1 design to prove. I refer, for exact details, to the 
narrative of Miss Lucy Aikin.^ It will give additional 
delight by its purity of style, and justness of appre- 
ciation. . 

Harwood remarks that Aikin had favored the world 
with many specimens of his erudition.*^ We owe to 
him, in connexion with that branch of literature : 
Select a qtuedam ex C. Plinii SecundiHistoria NaturaU, 
1T76. Sm. 8vo. dedicated to Pennant. — L. Anfuei 
SenectB Opera qtujedamy 1777. — Statii ThebaiSy 1778. 

2 vols.— C. C. Taciti Opera, 1781. 2 vols. I pro- 
ceed to notice other valuable works omitted, or imper- 
fectly described. 1. Works omitted. The Calendar of 
Nature, 1784. 1 2mo. It was the basis of that popular 
work, 7%e Natural History of the Year, — A JDescrip- 
tion of the Country from thirty to forty miles round 
Manchester, 1795. 4to. A work full of intelligence^ 

^ Memoir of John Aikio,M.D. By Lucy Aikin. 1823. 8vo. 
2 vols. *7 View of the various editions of the Classics, 1790. 
12mo. p. 261. 
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and still in request— 7!l6 Woodland Compwmny 1802. 
Sm. 8va with 28 plates. A very useful and attractive 
volume. — Letters to a young Lady on a course qf 
English Poetry^ 1804. 12mo. These letters, which 
were inscribed to a relation of the author, abound in 
judicious eriticism. — Oeogrc^hicai Delineations^ 1806, 
Sm. 8vo. 2 vols. An able and meritorious work, but 
obsolescent frcHn the very nature of it. — 2. Works 
imperfectly described. The Specimen qf Medical 
Biography is said to have been published in 177S ; 
the true date is 1775. The Biognq^hical Memoirs 
qf Medicine in Great Britain are said to have been 
published in 1778 : the true date is 1780«— The Letters 
from a Father to his Son, the date of which is omitted, 
are said to relate to literature and science : they re^ 
late, as the title states, to literature and the conduct 
qflife; and were published in 170S-1800. Sm.8vo. 
2 vols. It is described as a ^^ work of reputation in 
its day": its reputation has not &ded— 'for it was 
reprinted last year !— An edition of Spenser is noticed : 
it was a portion of an intended reprint, with new biogra- 
phical and critical matter, of the collection of Johnson ; 
and other poets appeared. — Of the General Biognqfhy, 
to which Dr. Aikin contributed an excellent pre&ce, 
and almost half the work, we might with reason expect 
an ample account. We have not even the date of its 
publication, viz. 1799-1815 -—nor is it cited as an 
authority ! Perhaps, however, we have some of its in-> 
formation en masque — for thus writes M. Lefebvre- 
Cauchy : " Les divers collaborateurs, Aikin, Enfield, 
etc. ont puis^ leurs mat^riaux k de bonnes sources, et 
pr^sent^ les faits avec candeur et simplicity. Leur 
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ouvrage a foumi d'utiles documents auxauteure de la 
Biographie UmverseUe.'*^ 

6. Mark Akbi^sids, undoubtedly a name of very 
considerable eminence^ receives an extended notice. 
It commences thus : 

«' Akbnsidx, (Mark, M.D. F.R.S., 1721-1769). This distin- 
guisbed poet and physician entered as a pupil at Edinburgh 
when in his nineteenth year," — 

This notable exordium suggests four questions, to 
which the narrative provides no answer. 1. Where 
wasAkensidebom? 2. Whatwashis&ther? 3. Where 
did he receive his early education ? 4. When was he 
dected a F. B. S. ? We should have been informed 
that he was bom at Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;^ that his 
father was a butcher ;^ that he became a pupil of the 
celebrated Dawes at Newcastle ;^^ and that he was 
elected aF.R,S. the 8th of February 1763 « I have also 
to observe that the date of his birth is stated wnper- 
fecily^Bud of his death, erroneously. He was bom the 
m o/Noveniberim, anddiedthe 23rd of Junel770.*^ 

The editor of this work should provide each con- 
tributor with a biographical catechism: defects so 
palpable as those above-noticed might then be avoided. 
The experienced Kippis sometimes availed himself of 
such an assistant to the memory }^^ and I propose to 
attempt the desideratum on a future occasion. 

I return to the new biographer of Mark Akenside.— 

^Biog. Univ., Ivi. 115. ^ Brand, Observations on Popular 
Antiquities, Newcastle, 1777. 8vo. p. 113. note. * *^ Ibid. 

*> Archseologia ^liana, ii. pp. 144, 156. — Quoted by Mr. Dyce. 
" Thomson, Hist, of the Royal Society, 1812. 4to. App. p. 47. 
<• Dyson, Poems of Akenside, 1772. 4to. Adv. p. 8. ^ Bos- 
well, Life of Johnson, 1811. 8vo. iv. 412. 
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The fects which are suited to a Medical Portraii 
Gallery^ may be comparatively unimportant in general 
biography. The celebrity of Akenside chiefly rests on 
his poetry, yet three-fourths of the narrative before us 
relate to him as a physician ! The other part^ which 
is all that I propose to notice, is extremely defective. 

We might have been informed, in very small com- 
pass, that the Pleoiures of Imagination appeared in 
1744** — that Pope, on viewing the poem in manu- 
script, declared the author to be " no every-day 
writer"*^ — that he lived to see at least seven editions 
of his poem*'' — that it has been illustrated in an in- 
genious essay by Mrs. Barbauld*^ — ^that a splendid col* 
lective edition of his poems was printed by Bowyer 
and Nichols, 1772. 4to.*® — ^that the volume was edited 
by Mr. Djrson** — that a very desirable edition of his 
works in verse and prose appeared at New-^Brunswick 
in 1808*^— that the best edition of his poetical works 
is contained in the *' Aldine edition of the British 
Poets'' — and that he wrote three essays on subjects 
peculiarly interesting to the biographer of a poet, viz. 
On Correctness J The Balance of Poets, and The Table 
of Modem Fame.^ 

I have finally to remark that this new scribe cites 
Mr. Dyson, Dr. Johnson, Mr. Pettigrew, and Mr. 
Dyce. There might have been less scope for criticism 

»• LoDdon : R. Dodsley, 1744. 4to. *• Johnson, Lives of the 
PoeU, 1783. 8vo. iv. 436. ^ London : J. Dodsley, 1765. 8vo. 
M London : Cadell and Davies, 1795. Sm. 8vo. ** The Poems 
of Mark Akenside, M.D. 1772. 4lo. and 8m •• J. Nichols, 
Literary Anecdotes, 1812-16. 8vo. iii. 134. •» The Works of 
Mark Akinside^ M.D. in verse and prose. i2mo. 2 vols. — PMited 
by John Garnett. •* Ibid. ii. 146 etc. 



if he had attentively read those biographers of Aken- 
side ; and, especially, the Rev. Alexander Dyce — whose 
classical attainments, conscientious spirit of research, 
and discriminative taste, have on various occasions 
been very successfully exercised in the illustration of 
our national literature. 

In lieu of specimens of the slipshod style oi this part 

of the work, I shall briefly advert to dates. — The 

omissions are somewhat remarkable. The account 

of St. Agatha has no date. The account of Giovanni 

Aldiki has no date. To Art. Jacques Aim AB-Vemai 

there is no date : M. Biot gives the date of one of 

his adventures, viz. 1692.^ In Art Giovanni degli 

Agostiki the dates of birth and decease are omitted : 

M. Weiss records both dates, viz. 1701 and 1766." — 

The errors are sometimes quite absurd. The date of 

birth affixed to Aigman is 1776 : we are immediately 

informed that he was bom in 1773. Albert IV. of 

Austria is said to have been bom in 1378, and to have 

died in 1414 at the age of 27. Joseph Alamanni is 

said to have been bom in 1672, and to have died in 

1680 at the age of 74. St. Agnan is said to have died 

in 463, and to have defended Orleans against Attila, 

who died the same year, in 481 ! — ^The dates of the 

Mahommedan articles are frequently inaccurate. Art. 

Azed Eddyn Aibehl we have A. H. 666 = A. D. 

1267 : it should be A. H. 666 =A. D. 1266. Art. 

Ala Eddyn Hassan we have A. H. 643=A. D. 1161 : 

it should be A. H. 643= A. D. 1148. Art. Ala 

Eddyn Aladin we have A. H. 6n=A. D. 1219 : it 

should be A. H. 611=A. D. 1214.«* The dates 

«» Biog. Univ., i. 360. •* Ibid. Ivi. 97-8. «» Art de veri- 
fier les Dates, pp. 26, 23, 25. 
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afldxed to Akbar are 1543-1604: he i» afterwards 
said to have died in his 64th year. The dates affixed 
to Ajtbeh Ben Hejadi are 786-741 : tiie youth is 
described as a reformist"— an extirpator of robbers — 
a founder of mosques and schools ! — The chronology 
of the British articles is almost as defective as that 
of the others. In Art. Philip Affleck the dates of 
birth and decease are omitted* William Alabastee 
is said to have been incorporated M. A. at Oxford the 
7 June 1792. The day, the month, and the year, are 
erroneously stated : it should be the 11 July 1692 1^ 
I have had so much occasiosi to c^isure this work, 
(the anticipated masterpiece of MetropoUtan litera- 
ture) that it would be superfluous in me to sum up 
its ehaiacter. I conclude, rather, with an observation of 
the learned Chardon de la Bochette, the proper aj^li- 
catioD of which presents no difficulty : ^^ Les compt* 
lateurs de dictionnaires historiques sont incorrigibles ; 
lis semblent prendre plaisir k perp^tuer les exrexm^^ 

Yours, etB« Boltok Coevst. 



"[FMi; ni. of the New General Biographical Dkticmary was 
pixblished on the doth of November — at which time tiiieae 
f.BTTBii8 were in type.^ The learned editor, in a manly 
and candid advertisemeaty aocoonts for its retarded appear- 
ance ; bat his nameless associates give me no anthorily to 
proclaim a correspondeDt improvement in its contenta. It 
may serve at least to iUustrate the observation of M« Char- 
don. On the very first glance over its columns, I observed 
a letter ascribed to George Feele the dramatist — which has 
been repeatedly denounced as 9^ forgery /] 

^ Wood, AthenaB Oxonienses, i. 768. ^ Melanges de Cri- 
tique, Paris* 1812. 8vo. ii. 3. ^ The Times, 30th Nov. 
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1. From the New General Biographical Dictionary, Part II. 

** A^ttASy (Ralph,) an engraver and surveyor, who flourished 
IB the htter half of the sixteenth century. The few plates 
whidi he engraved are now very rare: his Plan of Loodon, 
which was republished by Vertue in 1748> was his first work ; 
And Vertue's plates were purchased by the Society of Anti- 
qoaries some time afterwards : he also drew plans of Oxford, 
Cambridge, and Dulwich in Suffolk, but it is uncertain whether 
tiw second of these was published. He also wrote a Treatise on 
Surveying, the only copy of which that we have seen was in the 
kte Mr. Heber's library. In MS. Liansd. Mus. Brit. No. 73, is 
' a note for the perfection of land-measure and exact platting of 
cittyes, castles, &c' addressed to Lord Burghley, by R. Agas, 
and dated 22d Febmary^ 1592." — [James Orchard Hal- 

I4WELL.] 



2. From the Gent. Mag. for November 1839. 

'* Mr. Urban, Oct. 2. 

1 HAVE not sufficient leisure, nor do I consider it at all necessary, 
to enter at length into a refutation of all Mr. Gomey's obser- 
vations on the New General Biographical Dictionary, but I can- 
not resist a desire to make some brief remarks on the only article 
in the defence of which I am personally interested. 

This article is the biography of Ralph Agas, or Aggas. In 
the first place Mr. Comey contends that Agas's christian name 
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should be Radolph and not Ralph ! was not Mr. Coraey aware 
that Ralph is the common contraction from Radolph, and Ra- 
dulphus in Latin ? In one of the Lansdowne MSS. he writes 
his name Radulph, and the paper is indorsed as being from the 
pen of Ralphe Ag&s, a plain proof that the common deviation 
was not considered very heinous in those days. I can scarcely 
imagine that Mr. Comey was ignorant enough to quibble on the 
manner of spelling the surname Aggas or Agas, when he spells 
it in two of his engravings Aggas, and in his works Jigas. 

Mr. Ck>mey proceeds ; he remarks that Agas wrote no work 
entitled a treatise on surveying. Now this is one of the most 
remarkable specimens of misapplied ingenuity that I have ever 
noticed. The ' new biographer' says that Agast^ro/0 a treatise 
OH surveying, the only copy of which that we have seen was in 
the late Mr, HAer^s library. The title of the book, in the sale 
catalogue of Mr. Heber's library, is A preparative to platting 
of laneles and tenementes for surveigh ; but this, according to 
Mr. Corney, is not a treatise on surveying, but only a tract on 
the mensuration of lands ! 

The * new biographer ' refers to a manuscript in the Lans- 
downe collection by Agas, and, I believe, for the first time. 
There are, indeed, two short notes in his handwriting among the 
Burghley papers, neither of which are important. But, Mr. 
Comey, however much he affects to despise the 'new bio- 
grapher,' does not hesitate at making use of his references, for, 
on the 12th of September last, I find * that he referred to both 
these MSS. in the British Museum, and I have therefore a most 
fair ground for presumption that he was not previously acquainted 
with them. But, as Mr. Comey has gone so far out of the com- 
mon road in his criticism, I do not see why I should not raise a 
query on that gentleman's own infallibility. What authority has 
he for stating that Lord Burghley was sensible of Agas's merit? 
is it merely because that nobleman, whose library was a general 
receptacle for all written ])apers, has preserved two paltry notes 
in his autography ? 

J. O. Halliwsll." 

I From the MS. entry book in the reading<-room. [J. O. H.J 
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3. From the Gent. Mag. for December 1839. 

^■— ^— W^iM^Mi^i— ^-^-^M^^i^ ■■ M I » I ^■^■^l^lJi.^M— ^^.^il^^il^-^— ^^i^^^^W^^^i^ 

[** The Mathematikes (without great heed and discretioD) breedeth 
• . . exeeedmg m^e Ukmg m tueh aa are j^on^.-U-Badolph Agas.] 

**Mr. UaBAN, Greenwich, Nov. 2. 

Tbe new biographer of Radolph Agas has thrown off the 
mask. It seems we owe the precious article to James Orchard 
Halliwell, Esq. F.RJS. etc. — the author of various works and 
▼arious projects. His rapid communication I shall answer ¥rith 
equal rapidity. 

Mr. Halliwell intimates his ability to refute all my obser- 
▼atioDs on the New Oeneral Biographical Dictionary. I 
shall tethwith offer him a separate edition of my two letters on 
that work ; and I advise him to make the trial. To become the 
eham{ttoa of the encyclopedists would add to his celebrity ; and 
the controversy^ if conducted with due temper on his part, might 
lead to mutual edification. 

We want no proof that Ralph is tiie cotnmon eoniraction of 
Badolph. Camden, I opine, is very sufficient authority on that 
point.' The question is, should such contractions be introduced 
in' biography? Should we write Kit Marlow? Tom Martin of 
Thetford ? Peg WoflingUm ? etc. An Oxonian may speak with 
pride and aflfection of Tom Warton ; but I hope the new bio- 
grafdiers (if ev«r their work should reach the letter W.) will com- 
memorate him as the Rev. Thomas Warton. 

Thore could be no misapplied ingenuity in denying that Agas 
wrote a work entitied, 'A Treatise on Survejring': it was a 
plain statement of fact. The ingenuity pertains to Mr. Halliwell, 
who affects to perceive no difference between the bibliographical 
expression A Treatise on Surveying, and the generic expression 
a treatise on surveying. His attempt at wit does him no credit — 
for it is built on a typographical falsification ofliis own text ! 

I am taxed by Mr. Halliwell with making use of his refer- 
ences. He seems to be no proficient in arithmetic: he gave 
only one reference, viz. to the Lansdowne Ms. No. 73. — His 
logic is no better than his arithmetic. He must be aware that 

* R«iiiainef, 1814. 4to. p. 86. 
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his XVII. Catalogues of Mss. are not unique articles. Now, I 
possess twelTe out of the seveDteen which he enumerates in his 
HiniM to Novices * (compiled, it is probable, for his own use) 
and I consulted nearly all of them, together with other works by 
Gough, Bandinel, etc for materials on Agas. If Mr. Halliwell 
had fully exercised his curious condescension in tracing my steps 
at the British Museum, he would have discovered that I examined 
the Lansdowne Ms. Na 84 — the Lansdowne Ms. No. 165^^ 
and the Sloane Ms. marked Addit Ms. Ko. 2505. According 
to his own whimsical notion, I shall henceforward have the ^- 
dusive right of quoting those Mss. ! 

Mr. Halliwell talks of my infaUilnlity^^ to which I make no 
pretensions. I aspire at aeeuraeif ; and his own letter is a tacit 
admission that. I liave in this instance succeeded. He also 
questions my authority for the assertion that Lord Burghley was 
sensible of the merit of Agas. I consider the preservation of 
his papers as one proof of it ; but must add, as concurrent evi- 
dence, that Lord Burghley exerted his influence in order to' ob* 
tain for him the just reward of his services in the fens of Lincoln- 
shire. In short, to the Right Honorable the Lord Treasurer^-^ 
who has never been described as ov«r-bounteous — ^Master Agas 
gratefully declares that he was indebted for sondrie bountiee.* 

In certain remarks on the Rev.' Samuel Aysoough, Haend^ 
and others* — remarks whidi must liave "been read with astonish^ 
ment by every person of moderation and fiterary taste— Mr. 
Halliwdl has evinced an inconceivable propensity to the most 
bitter species of criticism ; and it now appears that he is not tess 
remarkable for extreme aversion to the medicine, even in its 
mildest forms, when it happens to be administered to himself. 

Tours, etc. Bolton CJorhby." 



s A few Hint! to No?k«t ia Manuicript LU«ratai«. B j Jamas Otebard Halli- 
welU Eaq. F.R.S., F.S.A., F.R.AJS., M.R.8.L., &e. &e., of Jaaot CoUafe, Cam- 
bridge. London: Thomaa RodUU 1889. 8vo. Price turp^mct* 4 Lansdowne 
lis. No. 8i. Art. 3S. ' ffints to NoTices, pp. 9, 9, etc. 
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BRITISH BIOGRAPHY. 

Content*.'— I. On Biography : its importance, ila fonoB and va- 
rieties. II. Ou the recent projects of Systematic Biography. 
III. On the comparative urgency of a Genera] Biography, and 
a British Bk^r^phy. IV. On the principal coUeetions of Bri- 
tish fiiograpby. V. On the materials of British Biography. 
VI. On the eonstructiDQ of a British B' 



*(* This work wu announced early ia the year. The plan 
was devised, and some smaS progress was made in its execution — 
but various dreumstances ted to its suspension. With a more 
ample collection ctf materials, and the more decided coavictlon that 
such a work, if composed with moderatecare, could not be devoid 
of uliLty, its immediate resumption is now earnestly contemplated. 

21 Dec. 1839. ». €. 
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